Maintenance of the Makarora and Young Valley trap line report
After applying for a sponsorship with the Mohua charitable Trust to do some maintenance
work on trap lines up the Makarora and Young Valleys, funding was secured to replace the
old Fenn traps and damaged traps by new generation of DOC traps.
In Early November 2011, 45 single set of DOC 200 traps and 73 double set of DOC 150 traps
were ordered and received.
All the traps have been checked to ensure they worked properly and have been spray painted
with a warning message on the lid and an orange marker added for numbering purpose.
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On the 6 and 7 December 2011, 2 days have been spent up the Young Valley collecting
the old traps and stacking them by bundles in the open flats for the helicopter to pick them up
and fly them out. On the second day the 45 DOC 200 traps have been flown in and dropped
off along the Young Valley and then have been carried along the track and set up in the
beech forest from the Young fork down to the Young river mouth.
On the 14

th

December 2011, another 33 double set of DOC 150 traps were set up in the

Makarora Valley along the Bridle track, the Haast Pass Lookout and the Cameron link tracks
with the help of a power carrier and the old traps have been pulled out.
Finally, on the 22

nd

December the last of the traps, 40 double set of DOC 150 traps have

been set up along the Makarora –Haast Pass highway and the old traps have been pulled
out.
The set up of the new traps before Christmas was crucial as it corresponded with the stoat
breeding season when the young stoats come out. Last summer a semi beech mast event
occurred which provided a lot of food for rat and mice. Over the summer the rat and mice
population increased drastically but the new traps caught a lot of predators, see table below:

Year 2012
Makarora Highway
Makarora Tracks
Young Valley
Total

Stoat
133
47
133
313

Rat
50
37
22
109

Hedgehog
1
0
0
1

Bridle Track & Haast Pass Lookout Track Trap Lines

Haast Highway Trap Line North Section

Haast Highway Trap Line South Section

Lower Young Valley Trap Line

